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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 
Office  of  Postsecondary  Education 
34  CFR  Part  664 
RIN  1840-AB54 

Higher  Education  Programs  in  Modem 
Foreign  Language  Training  and  Area 
Studies— Group  Projects  Abroad 
Program 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
action:  Notice  of  proposed  rulemaking. 

SUMMARY:  The  Secretary  proposes 
amendments  to  the  regulations 
governing  the  Higher  Education 
Programs  in  Modern  Foreign  Language 
Training  and  Area  Studies — Group 
Projects  Abroad  Program  (34  CFR  part 
664).  The  purpose  of  these  proposed 
regulations  is  twofold:  (1)  To  improve 
program  quality,  efficiency,  and 
flexibility  by  establishing  a  funding 
period  of  up  to  three  years  for  the 
advanced  overseas  intensive  language 
projects;  and  (2)  To  correct  a  numbering 
error  in  a  section  of  the  regulations. 
DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  April  20. 1992. 

ADDRESSES:  All  comments  concerning 
these  proposed  regulations  should  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Ralph  Hines,  Chief, 
International  Studies  Branch,  Center  for 
International  Education  (room  3052, 
ROB-3),  U.S.  Department  of  Education, 
400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW., 

Washington,  DC  20202-5332. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Mr.  Ralph  Hines,  Telephone:  (202)  706- 
7283.  Deaf  and  bearing  impaired 
individuals  may  call  t^  Federal  Dual 
Party  Relay  Service  at  1-800-877-8339 
(in  the  Washington,  DC  202  area  code, 
telephone  708-9300)  between  8  a.m.  and 
7  p.m..  Eastern  time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFOIWATIOH: 

Background 

The  Group  Projects  Abroad  Program 
is  one  of  several  programs  authorized 
under  section  102(b)(6)  of  the  Mutual 
Educational  and  Cultural  Exchange  Act 
of  1961  (Fulbright-Hays  Act),  Public  Law 
87-256.  It  provides  grants  to  institutions 
of  higher  education.  State  departments 
of  education,  and  private  nonprofit 
educational  organizations  to  support 
overseas  projects  in  training,  research, 
and  curriculum  development  in  modem 
foreign  languages  and  area  studies  by 
teachers,  students,  and  faculty  engaged 
in  a  common  endeavor.  One  type  of 
project  supported  under  the  Group 
Projects  Abroad  Program  is  an 
advanced  overseas  intensive  language 
project. 


Explanatioii  of  Changes 

The  Secretary  proposes  to  amend 
§  664.14  of  the  existing  regulations  to 
improve  the  administration  of  the 
program.  Specifically,  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  eliminate  a  restriction  of 
project  periods  to  a  one-year  duration. 
This  will  enable  the  Secretary  to 
establish  a  multi-year  funding  cycle  for 
advanced  overseas  intensive  language 
projects,  A  multi-year  funding  cycle, 
under  which  a  grantee  would  conduct 
activities  during  each  of  several 
consecutive  twelve-month  periods, 
would  contribute  to  improved  planning, 
development,  and  implementation  of 
these  complex,  nationally-recruited 
projects  by  establishing  a  more 
predictable  funding  pattern.  Projects 
funded  under  an  expanded  performance 
period  have  proven  successful  in 
establishing  a  more  effective 
administrative  structure  and  in 
attracting  outside  Hnancial  support.  The 
Department  also  would  save  the  cost  of 
convening  an  annual  academic  review 
panel. 

The  second  proposed  amendment 
would  correct  a  typographical  error  in 
the  heading  “§  664.2  Who  is  eligible  to 
participate  in  projects  funded  under  the 
Group  Projects  Abroad  Program?"  That 
section  number  should  read  “§  664.3". 

Executive  Order  12291 

These  proposed  regulations  have  been 
reviewed  in  accmdance  with  Executive 
Order  12291.  They  are  not  classified  as 
major  because  they  do  not  meet  the 
criteria  for  major  regulations  established 
in  the  order. 

Regulatory  Flexibility  Act  Certification 

The  Secretary  certifies  that  these 
proposed  regulations  would  not  have  a 
significant  economic  impact  on  a 
substantial  number  of  small  entities. 
These  regulations  merely  make  a 
typographical  correction  and  a  minor 
modification  in  provisions  contained  in 
existing  regulations. 

Paperwork  Reduction  Act  of  1980 

These  proposed  regulations  have  been 
examined  under  the  Paperwork 
Reduction  Act  of  1980  and  have  been 
found  to  contain  no  information 
collection  requirements. 

Invitation  to  Comment 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to 
submit  comments  and  recommendations 
regarding  these  proposed  regulations. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  regulations  wilt  be 
available  for  public  inspection,  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  room 
3052,  Regional  Office  Building  #3,  7th  ft 


D  Streets,  SW.,  Washington,  DC, 
between  the  hours  of  8:30  a.m.  and  4 
pjn.,  Monday  through  Friday  of  each 
week,  except  Federal  holidays. 

To  assist  the  Department  in  complying 
with  the  specific  requirements  of 
Executive  Order  12291  and  the 
Paperwork  Reduction  Act  of  1980  and 
their  overall  requirement  of  reducing 
regulatory  burden,  the  Secretary  invites 
comments  on  whether  there  may  be 
farther  opportunities  to  reduce  any 
regulatory  burdens  found  in  these 
proposed  regulations. 

Assessment  of  Educational  Impact 

The  Secretary  particularly  requests 
comments  on  whether  the  proposed 
regulations  in  this  document  would 
require  transmission  of  information  that 
is  being  gathered  by  or  is  available  from 
any  other  agency  or  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

List  of  Subjects  in  34  CFR  Part  664 

Colleges  and  universities.  Education, 
Educational  study  programs.  Teachers. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  and  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  84.021,  Group  Projects  Abroad 
Program) 

Dated:  February  12, 1992. 

Lamar  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

The  Secretary  proposes  to  amend  part 
664  of  title  34  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  as  follows: 

PART  664— HIGHER  EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS  IN  MODERN  FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE  TRAINING  AND  AREA 
STUDIES— GROUP  PROJECTS 
ABROAD  PROGRAM 

1.  The  authority  citation  for  part  664  is 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

Authority:  22  U.S.C.  2452(b)(6),  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

2.  The  section  designation  “§  664.2" 
preceding  the  heading  “Who  is  eligible 
to  participate  in  projects  funded  under 
the  Group  Projects  Abroad  Program?”  in 
the  text  of  the  regulations  is  removed 
and  “S  664.3”  is  added  in  its  place. 

3.  In  S  664.14,  paragraph  (a)(2)  is 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

1 664. 1 4  What  is  an  advanced  overseas 
Intensive  language  training  project? 

(a)  *  *  * 

(2)  Project  activities  may  be  carried 
out  during  a  full  year,  an  academic  year, 
a  semester,  a  trimester,  a  quarter,  or  a 
summer. 

*  «  *  #  * 
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